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“ OU know everythingx “to make a camera to successfully
about pictures, den't | project the pictures on the screen
: S til Edison did it.
you?" said the Sunda = i
] - % “Ithink Pathé perfected one about
editor; and without

the same time, and then every one
had ideas on the subject and every
one jumped in and made cameras,
| with the result that there were noth-
ing but Jawsuits for the next few
years, while the motion picture in-
 dustry wss at a standsiill. Finally, !
| they compromised by allowing each
claimant to use all of the good points
in the other’s invention, and the mo-
tion picture industry began to move
| again.

waiting for us to say “Of course,”
he went on: “Why don't you write
about the origin of the
maotion picture, and be sure to find |

a story

i,
=

e | X

ever shown!”

out whiat was the very first picturc[
There is something very ﬂatter~‘
|

¥

ing abeut a proposal of this kind. It |

makes one feel so muech more im- |

portant than if one goes blushingly
up to the editor and offers to put
one's brilliant

ideas into conecrete

form.

“In 1803 or 1894 Alexander Black
showed ‘Misz Jerry' and ‘Capital
Courtship,” and called them moving
pictures; only they didn’t move very

fast. Charles K. Harvis did the

o s A I i 5l

N . Now, our editor makes you feel | same thing in his illustrated songs, :
[ - that you have been chosen because | and he eclaims that 1t was “Just
o :\ of your peculiar talents in that par- | ashle Do) Bieivn ho) Mthes: ua
- ¢ ticular field, and it sounded so| ibggeated theadea oL linving Siories
& - simple! All you had to do was to| {8 o e
TR e ; = | “But these were naot real motion
g8 % go to some one—any one in the pictures. You do know the name
¢ S business—ask him the name of the of the first picture, don't you?” we
2 & o' ¥ first motion picture, what year it asked, feverishly. |
- WZ: } svas shown and by whoni, how long | :\‘[r. Eneion ('uus'{rierod. (Eesgihe
& it ran, what was the next one, nnd: ERidp g, thm'k s T
5 called ‘The Ocean Wave.! ‘The Maj
v P Rglem o, | Irwin Kiss' was shown about the
E R Or, if vou didn't want to take 'same fime. They ran ahout ffiv
: that trouble, vou could sit com- | feet. Another old one I remember ?
' fortably in the library and read the | fat rhi..s ﬂm'i o called “The History %
€ ey £ oneyzlopsdia end tnen add a few ! | of a Sandwich. 4{
o ; observations eof vour own. The First Clﬂsl“'"{? ?J
. Somehow, it didn’t happen like “In 18896 Joseph Jefferson did %
> ‘ ‘Hat.  We veceived our assicminent ‘Rip Van Winkle” before a Biograph -.!
‘.L:‘ P o ane week ago, and ever since that camera. Here he appeared in one %
& have been seeking, day and| close-up, surely the first on record. :
< wight, irYormation anent the first 1 !.
¥ ¢ motion picture. Of course, we |Held used to make pictures of this ¥
5 : spent considerable time trying to sort, too, No scenarios were e E
‘5.0 | wet information over the telephone quired and no tit were used, The @
% when we mirht have saved time by | pictures were too short for that,
! calling at the offices in person. The fact that they moved at all was
: sufficient. Tt wa= like the dog walk-

4 False Start

¥ o S Tirht nt first, not more than two
: or three days after we started out,
we thought we had it trapped. Sev-
v~ oral peaple told us that “Miss Jerry” !
' was the first motion picture, made

(ing on his hind legs. People i
| not because he can do it so well,
{ but because he can (o it wll,
“And then one day we rveceived u
"seenario; it was the first GHE eve
"written by an outsider. 1 Ly

[

&

at

Y S

/ in 1894 by Alexander Black. We | here." :r
- had almost decided to let “Miss I “0h, do let us have it we hedtzed. 2
4 Jerry" have it, when we found out “It will be such a novelty!™ for we &
4 hat “Mise Jerry! didn’t m ve at : had visions of an imposing looking t
all. She stood still, while Alexander | A picture taken wken movies fed just heen launched, manuseript, yellow with age. &
wies Dlack read about ler to the audi- | Top row—=George Loane Tuelior, Mrs, Piclford, William Robert Daly. Antorio Gaudio. Second row—William Shav, Mrs. David Miles ( Anita Hendry ! Inst.(.-a.d.. MI." .Spmh'”l took out a :r.
5 ¢+ ence. At different stages of the| 1. Frank McBDonald, Haywerd Mack, fack Harvey, Third row—Tom Wise. Owen Moore, Mary Pickford, King l‘f(;tliﬂf : Joe Smile " “M 14 v :-{- ”Ntfr' Here it is: “Dear Sir: Why g
g story the slides were changed. That, Isabel Rae, lack Pickford, Lottie l’!'r.‘!rfa;;-d_ & & ER O JOe Xi Q13U X O tdon’t you make a picture about a bad s
4 eaz o all,  “BMliss Jerry” was what! 1111}.0 boy, who does things to all the =
" was known as a picture play. She Smile. So to Albert Capellani we | dies, Max Linder was the first onelmiire brothers were the first to put going away to the opers; then all| ephone rang i e =il pe b 50 Wy comprand eam {47
¢ was received in the best society and Went. 1.0 be sueccessful in eemedies; the ! it in chape to commerelalize it, 1 am | the servants got out the wine and | said -'Ti-:-— T\- :m L;H o .Ul?e S bis :um!-q PR sip ke hi .' j
— rurnished entertainment at Sunday Mr. Capellani i= almost certain | 7st star in France, Max l,imier's| nearly Cure. e At e s et el E;\atlvsrud;:m-; l]J.-.l-n’]-i.‘ ?9;!011.: hea‘! 1] 1.'|rr=:m.=;u-m m,m]hhl_m' The boy hal £
ik # schools and Chautauguas, but, even that the first motion pictures werd o 1'\5‘1“”" was  ealled "|"h'-'|' “The first Pathe pictures, and the | tress came home and found them, | ;'1“*-[1;;'\'.*ﬂmu*.r"|. :JI;\H'F“ .”rrtd}:ﬂ tlf.’! . iillu‘(: = ‘-Lm"d«mn? in his pociit ﬂ
7 while her antecederts weore verhans made in France, though he himself Skaters’ First Day al the Rink, and | interesting: to my mind, were [ This ran for sisty feet.” Liulrl Tlil-'huro k-n“it:}.-:-.”; vD -t R _“.". father spunked | i
3 more aristoeratic than those of the has been making pictures only about I‘il"" title was pearly as long as the | 1se pietures—pursnit pictures| So, after listeaing to all Me, Cas Iil:-.a i:l’-: Ilvr t'h('l'lt‘ mi‘}:?}?;‘-‘“‘"‘-'.’th‘-_“ﬂ‘z Whe Gynsmite exploden and i T
e ¢inemsa, ghe was not a motion pic- sixteen years: He said: pitture i‘n_-‘?t‘lf- !’mi‘.v saw at once | we eall them,  Of course, they had | pellani had to tell, we wont home. | vou will |"<m!--. Ito 111‘-' ‘:-.1“"‘: ’;i;y’ﬁ th p-l”-.p‘-t: WN-IF !JI:I“-T1 o e 3 :
£ X Ak . ture—never could she be called a “The first picture that T can ve- ¥ hat could 1”'. dgone with pietures, | no title—they needed none—and the | determined to put on record the [aet delighted ty ;e]l w.; .;;-‘.,,-\-t”.;.-i -(m. }“{_:—I‘-l‘m g . R ¥
vt “movie,” member was muade by Lumiére, It | It wvas a GHE S0 of technicalily to | veal pieture wi'l come when we are | that Lumiére had tiade the first pie- | want to know."” . R, his .:]L‘ h:l.{h'.”- ,' Hast B "’_I_' LU :
¥ g Hidden away in some encyelo- ghowed a boy walking in the garden put more film into !]s-l- camera and | able azain to muke pletures without | ture and had salled e TR P s s “Do vou.” '“_l_’ Al beeni ol ”:‘“F‘:u"".;‘_m”: : We 'u.i.\_u,l. it : b : '
: pedia somewhere there may be the ang putting his foot on a hose. The \0iipass it aut S Bdison's | Litles." 8 Trick on the Gardener,” ."01‘ ;l‘]— “do '\'“11 ki:u\\- ‘\."l'l\‘;.t was the ﬁ f: .(‘ “l.vhh'h it 27 ANl as e :
information which we sought; bul gardencr wondered why the watep| “AIETH nas the first to do this| Here we do aot sgree with Mr. | thoush the suliieet did not exactly hi:-{u.rv ever :‘-huv.-r;"" B & no“a,:h W r."?mxht. e l\mll o "‘ i
3 G o we offer a year's subseription to our had stopped running and stooped "“?:‘"’_"t ¥ : | Capellani at all.  We love brilliant ' appeal to our romantic nature, stil “Yos, T've wot :1I alll dbwit Beps 'r\t' It‘rlF'm‘ mlk:--i m. Mr. Naulty, y En| b
; favorite morning newspaper to any down to look in the hose, when the : Who invented motion pictures?" | lines, whether they are spoken on|it seemed to be the best we conld do  When will you be = g O ,.I,]l... .un‘ouin Il-’l.l\-.-l.'ﬁ'_ (i mm‘ us 4 fl
£ one who can find it. So we haven't hoy took his fool off the hose. This u. was ashed, and un'.‘-".\'l-r:-d: “Idoubt | the stage or flashed to us on the sil- Neither could we dotermine the ex “Right ;n:-'u\'." = Ei!:-.fworml = ‘:‘, ’:n;L“‘”m:”I!.'r :-hblrw“ ‘!hm _Ham @ Eggeve
et ‘_'" e m uch fear of contradiction wlien we was hailed as a great achievement.” It "l_l.\' one knows, The jdea is 80 i, | ver sheet, act date, o we decided to be mys  rushed out :m-] rrabbed ;m(. of .“mse :‘-I.)'; m:, .Ie]-:fw;{.‘;m:r' Pxc: Mgty E .
X S ® ceatc holdly that “The Ocean Fathr i hen wa At e e etk e At first they h.::»_i & Fyroscope .]I]-:(' al I still have the first pieture 1| terious and let its origin be sot down  nice tin taxis that take '.'r.nu ten 1:r ?urrniuz.T Hta' II-‘[:”m“ ‘F haud g c
o Wwave' was the first picture _1.,1,,“-1, Miles. o toldl vs Ehat i Tatiace Irn:11f1:!.1;:',:;. W .-Iusn-d to pui fizures eyer made. It was ealled ‘When the | with artistic vagueness, rather thun feet for 10 conts, and fiaw over to I{,Iz‘;f:.h FRCHAR Speioliin: th K
. —in 1895—and that the second Wa8 iive way the first one he ever in it and "-””1 it avound 4‘!{14 they | (‘{N IF. Out the Mice Will Dance.'| hold accuracy. ol Fidth Avenue as fast as the ".l -‘wli(‘\-. that “The & : £
#05  #The May Trwin Kiss.” had seen, ton, It was shown at appeared to be moving.  The Lu- | First, it showed Mr. and Mrs. Blank|  And then the next morning the tel- | teatlic and the traflic cops would Kiss' \L\'LGa t}'L' !‘l'!:nt “ ‘m‘\. lr ;"
4 7y Moe Streimer assured us that Keiph's Theater in Union Square allow. : it .waz t‘ku !:il":i{ .‘er:aIH Il“r::;.m:' \H B
'§ these two pictures were not shown piwever, we are still backing “The il i:r set. M= S i
.: by the same process Lh:zt“ho usgrt May [rwin Kiss."” in hl’lpﬂrmnl !HfPl‘lJit'u‘ mms-. an.m;. ;jhuwﬂr;.::‘l:r;: 3.;
_ % when he projected some n!_.l;ht BICs Mr. Capellani told us that the Sam Spedon is deliberate, He plete without u;r‘ But "*'-—";',,.'
! $ tures twenty-five years ago, 1n wihml\ early pictures were made in a cellar | smiled genially und acted as though reason people seemed to Frt’.
! § Ernest Roeber '_m"_ L2 l\:ul: u;m of the Grand Cafe, Paris. In 4 was an everyday occurrence tor ‘The Great Train Rebbery. Thoye
i §iomereiEnan: Mo intistod i ]d:‘ tt,u; America, here, we had higher as-| 4 young waeman in an imported hat, were more prints made of this
" fou N ;"f flgh® pLCINLER WeRe mRch m(‘.@!‘.'h'l:lh pirations, for Sam Spedon told us (we insist on the hat, because it cost than any other picture ever sold
B~ 4 it all depends, probably, on whic that our early picturecs were made us all that we are going to get for And I helped to make it T e
: form of entertainment you Pr('f"'"'-on the roof of the Morton Build-! this story) to invade his premises 2reat sport. Another  populas
Now, of course, one .hulndl'ﬂd ing at 116 Nassau Street. land demand the name of the first picture was ‘The Life of a I; ”.f-
vConstant Readers’ will write in and | motion picture ever made. man.' I remember how crude thi:

ot teuaian ﬂ'“‘i = ':‘Zrz;":ﬁ!'lzbltl': Egalen fae Beben Of course he could not know or Was, and yet how splendid we all
that’s our story and we z

stick to it. We gave up liberty and
the pursuit of happiness for one
week to unearth that information,
and we who shall not lightly relin-

quish it

Anyway, we believe it is true be-

causa Sam Spedon gave it to us.
And who is Sam Spedon?

now,

During these last busy days we |

liave sought James Noulty, of the

That's |
what we asked a week ago, but not

“In those early ‘days people were |

' satisfied,”” he said “if they saw
| things move, the faster the better,

| We never had any stories, nor
plots. We would gather at the
| gptudio, two or three of wus, and

would say ‘well, we have to make
|a picture to-day’ And then we
| would get a table and a couple of
kitchen chairsand m dog, if possible,
and start in to be funny,

“Finally the time came when |

avpreciate our anxiety. He seated
falmself in a swivel chair opposite
our uncomfortable one, and placing
the tips of his fingers together Re
said:

“In 1877 Muybridge
first motion pictures.'

“In 1877!" we exclaimed. “Why,
there weren't any motion pietures
then, Theré couldn’t have boeen!"

“Not motion pictures as we know
them, but they did have a certain

made the

thougut it.

“One scene showed the fireme,
awakened by the hPlI,._ium[:j.m: into
their elothes and sliding down the
pole. The next day we went bacl
tc finish taking the picture and he
firemen wete mostly away. we
calied on the clerks in the offic.
and pressed them into  servie
They had no suits, so they appeare|
manning the trucks in their shint
sleeves, or any way they happene.

:': 0

T kel o Pty e o "

: L Jle 0,;made the first two-reel picture. kind of ;xc:ﬁnn. Muybridge took to be. And when the picture was
Famous Players; Carl :?elmn {hti |1t was called ‘L'Assommoir’ at horses running by placing twenty- run off it looked as though the
{he Universal; Albert Smith, of the | that time. 1 remember that I four cameras in a row and snapping firemen had changed theircostumes

Vitagraph; George Blaisdell, of the |
“Moving Picture World"'; Herbert
Miles, of Miles Brothers, and a

them on each camera as they pasaed.
When these pictures were passed

considered America very far be-
| hind in the picture game, but one

between the time they slid down
the pole and the time they were

| day a picture came from America through -« slide, they nppeared to be teen leaping on the trucks. bul
few others, and to each oneiwWe ]1a.vr.!| called ‘The Haunted House." How moving.'* no one minded in the least. Thes
told our little story, ending up w{Lh| it was made no one could under- “But this picture didn’t have any moved, and moved fasi that wae &
“Now, what was the very first Pi€| stand, for the objects moved of | uame, did it?” we asked. enough,

-

ture shown?"
Here each one would stop and

{think and then he would say, “By

Jove, I don't know! Why don't you

| see Sam Spedon?” And some wcmltlI

| add “or Albert Capeilani? If it was
| a French picture he would know all
about it."

Sam Spedon

|
| Now,
| name to us.

ras only a

| bert Capellani we had met once, and

| we remembered that he had nice

; .‘],,nubum whiskers and & pleasant

To he sure, he was|
lvapidly becoming familiar, but Al-

| their own accord. Pathé offered
| prizes to any one who could solve
the mystery, but we
learn.

| idea'of my own. 1 found that by

| moving the ohiects a li{tle at a time
'iand taking hundreds of pietures of
| them, and then running them off
fast, it appeared &s thouegh the
| objects were moving of their own
volition.

“Then we began to make come-|

never did |

'However, at that time 1 had an |

Mrs, Fiske in an early Famous Players production, “‘Tess of the D’Urbervilles”

“No, of course not; it was only
to show the action of animals. And
ten years later a man named Le
Prince did the same thing, only he
took gixteen pictures on one nega-
tive and, showed them in a camera
with sixteen lenses. They, too, ap-
peared to be moving, There was
at that time also a zoctrope, which
was only a toy, but it had pictures
inside which moved when you
turned it around. It was the same
principle as the present day motion
picture, but no one had been Phle |

]

i

“After this the pictures began t:
get better., There was ‘The Moon
shiners' and ‘The Litcls Lost Child’
and ‘Melia’s Trip to the Moon,' and
‘Stolen by the Gypsies.'"”

“And didn't any of these picture:
have titles?" we asked, for we
wished to know wubcut the evolu
tion of the title quile as much o=
about the evolutiun of the pictur:

“Very few,” answered M:
Naulty, “and they were never cou-

Continued on page four
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